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met with considerable success. Servia had been
utterly crushed ; Bulgaria had thrown in her lot
with Germany. More important still, the Allies
had been induced to detach no less than ten divi-
sions from the main Western Front, on which
alone the Germans believed the decision in the
war would be attained. Heartened by their
success, and in the belief that the strength of
France had declined almost to breaking-point,
the Germans resolved to abandon the defensive
strategy on the Western Front which they had
followed in 1915, and to assume the offensive in
the hope of bleeding France to death before the
British power could fully develop. They selected
Verdun as the point of attack, and, attacking in
great strength, came near to complete success.

By the middle of March the position was critical
in the extreme. It was well for the Allied cause
that the control of the operations rested with men
of such clearness of view and tenacity of purpose
as Joffre and Haig. The French at Verdun were
strained almost to breaking-point. The tempta-
tion to seek relief by an attack with the whole
available British force elsewhere was great. It
would have involved the abandonment of the
pre-arranged plan for the year, and, with it, of
all hope of anything more than merely negative
results for 1916. On the other hand, if the French
could withstand, at whatsoever sacrifice, the
German onslaught at Verdun, the battle there
was in fact doing precisely what the Allied plan
had been designed to accomplish* The Germans